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Mr. James Spil/er. 




: H E tranfmitting to Pofterity the 
Lives of Perfons who have ren- 
I der'd themfelves, in any Manner, 
or Science,whatfoever, ornamental 
toa Commonwealth, is a Work that is not only 
due to deceafed Merit, but redounds to the Ho- 
nour of the Perfon who undertakes and executes 
it with Truth and Ability. On this A ccount, 
Plutarch ftill lives, and participates the Re- 
nown of thofe illuftrious Perfons, whom his 
vi&orious Pen has refcued from the Triumphs 
of the Grave. The Prefent Age is acquainted 
with, and admires alike Suetonius, and the 
Twelve Ctfjars ; And the Ermflo Heroes of the 
ROAD communicate a Share of their own 

.V ».\\.*>' Glor? 
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(Jlory to Captain Sexander Smith, the leariwtf 
fivftrver of th#r Exploits and immortal Fattft 
^jfiuier th£ toturtgwwit of fuch notabll 
Examples, I toim *&\tUT*d on the folloW&jj 
Piece of Biography,' and flatter myfelf, that a$ 
the Hero of my Difcoiirfe was a Perfon of in> 
pprtant Confideration in Great Britain, I (half 
deririe to myfelf fig fmall Portion of his Meritf 
and univerfal Applaufe, by the honeft and pi- 
ous Regard which I hare fhewn to his Me- 
mory. 

Mr. James Spilkr was born in the Yeay of 
our Lord 1695, of honeft and reputable Pa-* 
rents. His Father was indeed no better than 
the Gloueefter Carrier ; but having fcraped a 
pretty handfome Sum of Money together, bf 
his own Induftry, and having but this one Son, 
he was refolved to breed him a Gentleman, if 
Perfons may be allowed to be fuch, who prac- 
tice the Liberal Arts, and if Painting may be 
accounted one among them : He accordingly 
put him Apprentice to Mr. Rtfs a Landslip 
Pointer, in whofe Bufinefs, having always a 
very lively Genius, he grew a tolerable Profici- 
ent in a flhort Time ; but a fedentary Life be-^ 
ing, by no Means, agreeable to his natural 
Gayety and Vivacity of Temper, he betook 
himfelf very young to one moft foitable to his 
Inclinations, tho' not altogether fo genteel or 
profitable, and went with a Company of Strol- 
ling 
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ling Play^ into fev&tii ?m§ of England r : 
*nd fo well^utlified wa&hfe ifor this Employ- 
ment, thfttintt) whatever £&c& became, or in 
whatever Play headed, he was, atall Times,' 
the Life of the Performance, Hiid the greateSt 
Support of - the .Cmpcmy ; but although he 
pleafed his own JHumour by~tfii$ Way of Li*' 
vtng* yet it-was fo much agakft the Wiliof 
hisFather> that he was hardly ever prevails 
uppn to do, anything for hitnlafterwards. So 
difficult a Tasak it is for yomrg Men to curb 
th^r headftroxi&Defires, t&o' cheek'd by the 
fer<#igeft Tips of Duty and Intereft ! 

The Parts he fcfually appeared in, were thofe 
gf low Cofacdy, not, but that foretimes, iri 
the Country^ where Heroes are not very plen- 
tiful, hg has! rpprefented Alexander the Great, 
Jtfhbr'tdaUs King of Pqntus^ although it itiuft 
Aeeds be confefled, expelldnt at he was in his 
own Way* thefe Parts were but burlefqu'd by 
* him; but when he came upon the Stage for 
Hob in the Country Wake, the Widow LackiPs 
foolifh Son, Darnel in Oroonoko, Coftar Pairmain 
in the Recruiting Officer, and many others of 
the like Sort : His Looks, his moft fignificant 
Shrugs and Gefiures, would oftentimes fet the 
whole Audience a laughing before he had fpoker 
one Word. - 

Notwithftanding by the Liberality of feveral" 
perfonsof Condition to* Mr. Spi1kr 7 whowercf 

J5 2 willing 
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willing to encourage One, who had fo mtiefr 
Merit in his Prafeffion, he was fet above the 
Neceffity of the Reft of his (trolling Con*-' 
panions \ yet he was often-times-ppetty nuifeh 
in Arrear, efpepially at the Tap? (for Mifl& 
is fometimes thirfty as well as <5rief ) aricl 
Sleeting at p. certain Place, (I think it was 
ZtStpwford in Lincoln/hire) wMv'a" Landlord,' 
who had no great Share of Faith, he was 
fuddenly feiied- by two Bailiffs/ one EVe-~ 
xiing, for Three Founds, Eleran Shillings^ 
juft as he was going upon the. Stage. He? 
begg'd he might perform his Pa% and when? 
tjiat^was over, he would go with^hem where- 
ver thpy pl?as'd. . They told himfchey did not 
care to part with him now they hi&d gothim/ 
JSfo more you need, replied hp,' For you Ihall 
Ifoth go upon the Stage, and a<3 a Part with 
me, if you plfcafc, that you may be fare I will- 
sot gQ. out of your Sight. How can that be ? 
laid the Bailiffs, We don't know how to a® 
qr fpeak before fo. mapy People.. O i anfwerft 
the Qther, H'pre are two Parts in .this Play, 
wherein there is Nothing to do or fay. In 
fiiort, he wasto a&, that Night, :the Country 
Squire in the Comedy called Mfop ; and he; 
prevailed with the Bailiffs to lead in his two 
Hounds for him ; and finding an Opportunity 
tQ g^t to that Side of the Stage which was near 
^Pqoj- into the Street, he got clQjtr pft ap4 

\yhe$ 



when he was quite out jrf • Danger, could not 
help laugijing to think how he had given each 
ofthes JJayliffs a Dog to bold. - " v : ; 

It wis not long e'ef the Matter of the Com- 
pany found the Want him, by the Receipt 
ofhtsHoilfe, and took ail the Ways 'he could 
think of to recover him, but all to noPurpofe^ 
for he was foon got into anbthei; very diftant 
JParUof the Kingdom, and inthe^Year ' * = ' " 
came up to London, and was received into fhd 
Play-houfein Drury-Lan'e, which was, at that 
Time, under the Management ot thkt great 
Geniusy Aarcti Hill Efq; and bn& Mr. Collier, a 
learned Attorney at Law ; fomeiof the princi* 
pal A&ors being then at the Hay-Market, but 
there was left a very good Company at the 
Old fioufe, among which were Mr, George 
Powfll, Mr. Booth, MxisiSantlori, Mr. Bullock, 
Mr.'Norris, Mr. pMlqttkOT was Mr. Spiller, the 
Sufejeft of our prefent ©ifcourfc, the moft de- 
fpicable'sfmongthem. He was well received 
at his. firi$'Appearanc$, and every Day gain'd 
on the good Opinion of the Town. The firft 
Part for which he was very much taken No- 
tice of, was that of Corporal Cuitum in the Wal« 
King Statue, written by the abovefaid Mr. Hill 
It would be an Injuftice to that illuftrious Poef^ 
if we were not to take Notice of the grateful 
$enfe Mr. Spiller always expreffed of the Fa* 
he ha4 r?ceive4 frpiQ him, in fo mucfy 

that 
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that when he has happened' to be mentioned 
mhis Comipany,. he Would even gpow wan- 
ton in his Praife. It is to the foftcring Kind- 
nefs of this worthy Gentleman that the Town 
- is indebted 'for! (omet 6i its greatefi Geniuffes } 
Such is that Phoenix in. her Way, Mrs! Eliza 
Haywood >i Jhe raoft inim&aUe .Mt Rid* 
trd . Savage ;r.and that fwset Bud of Poetry t 
who was jtiai&ff in the Spring of his Life, 
Mr, Tfotom£atterjw. It ,is Spirits like thefe 
that adorn- the Age a»d£ountry thft^lite in, 
and who, a&that ingeni<Hi&Lady, the Author 
of r Mr. Satidge:* Life fays, have fomething in 
the Force aijd Sprightlind's pf their.own Imai 
ginatioi&s, which more than makes amends 
ior their Ignorance of the Claffips j ibr what 
was Sap fa if compared to the firft, or Homer 
and Virgil to the latter ! 

But to refume the Thpsad of our Difcourfe : 
the two Companies ih nhe Hay Market 
Dmry-Lane being ag^in united, the Managers 
thought fit todifmifs Mt. Spiller^ who,:4s they- 
would have it, could a# no Parts but fuch as 
were in Mr. Pmketbman > s Way ; and they had 
always received too m^ch Profit from Pinkefs 

* Phifc, to -encourage any Body to put that out 

I of Couttttinancd. 

Mr. Spiller forced again to return to the 
Strolling-Trade, made himfelf as happy as 
poffible, and the more fo, by marrying Mrs/ 

Elizabeth 
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£lkaheth TbompfMy a good pretty 'Womn; 
and one who might have made a tolerafte" 
Figure on the Stage, was it not for a Iittltf 
too much AfFe&afion ; but it is the Misfor- 
tune of a great many fine Women as Well as 
(he, when Nature has made thehi perfe&ly 
agreeable, to marr her Handywork,' and make 
themfelves the Reverfe, by their oWn Difiof- 1 . 
tions of Body andTeatures. 

The Defire of feveral Ferfons to Hare Mr. 
Spitler on the Stage again, who had feeh him' 
there before, and the Report that was made 1 
of his excellent Performance in the Country,' 
made the Managers of both Houfes, (for now 
Lincoln's-Inn- Fields Theatre was opened) fend' 
prefling' Invitations for him to come to Lon- 
don ; and indeed it muft be own'd he had • 
partly made an Agreement with the Mafter of" 
the New Houfe to come to him, notwiths- 
tanding he went for a fhort Time to Dntry- 
Lane ; but when the firft, as he is himfelf a 
moft religious Obferver of his own Word,' 
fent a Friend to him to put him in mind 
of his Promife, he went away that Inftant, 
although he was already drefs'd for his Part 
in the Emperor of the Moon. His Wife came, 
with him hither, but I cannot learn that fhe ' 
was very remarkable for any Thing but fpeak- 
ing in Men's Cloatlis a Prologue to that incom- 
parable Tragedy call'd Manger a 9 King of the Tim- 

lnfiaus f 
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hpfians> a Play, of 5vhieh.no Part of the Tpwrt 
were capable of tafting the Beauties nay r foriie 
ill judging Criticks have ventured to fay, that it 
abounded with Faults, tho' 1 think there have 
been no printed Remarks upon the Plot, the 
Manners^ the Sentiments, and Di&ion of it ; 
No, no, they knew it would be a hard Task to 
go fo far as that : But however they went far r 
enough to provoke the Honourable Author to : 
write ' a Defence of his Play, which he Jet 
forth in that facetiou* Pamphlet, entituled the 
Mus Muzzled) which, egad, did their T Bufi- 
nefs for therp, and fmote them all Hip and 
Thigh. This Mus Muzzled, was to be found 
on every Bujk and Stall in Town, and was 
not difperfed in fuch a clancular Manner as 
the New Edition of the Dmiciad : But why 
ftiould we wonder at any Thing done by a 
Perfon, who makes no Bones of the brighteft 
Men of the Age, by one, who can attempt* 
to render contemptible fuch an amiable Cha- 
racter as that of Mr- Edward Ward, when all . 
the Workl muft own his Hudibraftic Verfe 
has put Mr.- Butler as much out of Counte- 
nance,^ Mr. Charles Jolmfon's and Mr. Oding^ 
fell's Comedies have 1 eclipfed the Names ofi 
Cougreve and Wycberly. Nay, the yzry Lau-. 
reat himfelf cannot efcape- him, thq'I would . 
fain know on which of his Predeceffors Mr. 
Eufden thinks that Title was more deferyedly 

teftQwed 
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beftowqd thaoj on himfelf, notwithftanding , 
Spencer, Ben John/on^ and Dry den were of 
the Number. Nor is even the Grate a Shel* 
terror Shield from the Edge of this Gentle- 
toanV Satyr, but poor Mr. Bur fey is raifed 
3gain from the Dead to be maul'd in the Dun- * 
ciad. I would here attempt theChara&er of that 
gr^t tyric Poet, but that I fear the ilL-natur'd 
will fay, lam like my Lord Plaufible, com- 
mending every Body ; but I hope the Judici- 
ous will fee that I have not given Praife to 
afty, one but who is truly worthy of Praife* 
No one cap charge me with laviftung my 
Compliments upon the late Mr. AdSjon^ or 
the prefent Dean of St. Patrick's : I have wa- 
ited no idlp Ixik in a Panegyric upon the 
Beggar\ Opera ; and as for the Diwciad, I 
don't in the leaft doubt but in a few Years it 
Will be as much forgotten, and as little admi- 
red as the Difpenfary. 

n Before I quit this Author, I aauft take No- 
tice; of his barbarous Ufage of that Father ojf 
Engltjh Criticifm, Mr. John Demits, Are his 
labours XXf bfc wedged in between Ward and 
<Zibbalds orx the Back of his Afs ? Oh Envy ! 
Eftvy ! What would he turn the moft Vene- 
rable of ill Criticks into Ridicule ? Has not 
ithe Force of his fine Reafoning, nor his tre- 
mendous Afpeft fufficient Power to awe him!? 
Will he not £ake A his ,own Word, that no Au- 

C thor 
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thor now living has done fo much fot the 
Britifh Stage y or defended fo manfully the 
Caufe of the Britifh Mufes ? And is not theirs 
the Caufe of our Country ? What do our 
Armies fight for, what do our Senates debate 
about, if Poetry be fuffer'd to languifh ? This 
awful Bard has by the Harmony of his own 
Numbers, fhewn himfelf fit to judge of the 
Performance of others, 

~ ■ 1 — he aldne 
_ Should cenjure freely who has written well. 

I will boldly venture to affirm, notwith- 
ftanding all that Mr, Pop and his Adherents 
can fay, that there are fome of this Gentle- 
man's Plays not to be equaled by any that 
have come after him, I will hardly except 
the afore - mentioned excellent Tragedy of 
Mangor a. Not only his own Country, 
but all Europe have confefs'd their Admiration 
of his Play calPd L ibertt Asserted; 
and her late Majefty's Minifters at Utrecht 
found fuch Difficulties in their Negotiations 
upon Account of that Play, that furc it is not 
fo long ago, but every one may remember 
how much the Peace was retarded thereby, 
becaufe they could not be brought to confent 
to the facrificing fo valuable a Perfon as the 
Author of it, to the Fury of the French. As. 

we 
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■we are now in ftri6t Alliance with that Na- . 
tion, I would not rip up old Sores, nor men- 
tion their fitting out a Privateer to fpirit him 
away from the Coaft of Suffex, but only to 
fiiew of what Confequence this Gentleman 
has beenefteem'd in the World ; and now in 
his Decline of Life, to be treated like one 
who never wrote any Poetry worth reading- 
himfelf, and yet has made fevere and fenfe- . 
lefs Remarks upon other People, is inhuman 
to the laft Degree. The Chjara&er thefe his* 
Enemies give of him, puts me in Mind of a 
certain old Gentleman I have heard of fome 
where about Cbaring-Crofs, who feldom leaves 
the Tavern till horning, but . is conftantly 
railing at late Hours and Debauchery. 

If the Malice of the Author of the Dun- 
dad continues, I lhall fhortly expeft to fee 
the facred Names of Mr. Edward Biddle, and 
Mr. Pickering Rich, ufed with as much Con- 
tempt as any of thpfe hp has been already 
pleafed to fatyrize. Nay, who knows but in 
Time he may take it into his Head to call in 
Queftion the Merits of Mr. Giles Jacob, and 
Mr. Bazaleel Morrice: The great Eftate and 
Titles of the Author of Love in a Hollow Tree, 
it is to be hoped will te a fuffieient Defence 
againft his Lafh ; but it muft be allowed by 
, all Men, that he has made free with fome who 

C ? are 
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are but little inferior ih Genius to tbat wife ■ 
and learned Peer. 

Now begging Pardon of my Readers for; 
this long Digreffion, let me remember where * 
I left Mr, Spiller, 'twas at LincoMfrlnu-Fields: 
Play-Houfe, in fullPoffeffion of the Applaufe 
of the Town, and in full Pay. In the Year 
1715, Mr. Ricb> the Patentee of the Houfe, 
having refign'd the Ufe of his Theafre for 
four Nights in a Week to Mr. Keene, and 
Mx.ChriftGpher Bullock, Mr. Sfiller was carefs'd 
by thefe new Partners, if poflible, with more, 
Fondnefs than by their Predeceffor in the 
Management. From the Grace in which he 
ftood with the Town, thofe^entlemen drew 
no fmall Prefages of the large Advantage they 
ftould gain in their Contra&, by the Merit 
and Applaufe of his Performances. In pur* 
fuance of this Profpeft, they thought it for 
their Intereft to get up all the Plays in which 
he could play any Part, Nay, I am inform'd, 
that they have even procured Plays to be wrotd 
on Purpofe, that he might have an Opportu- 
nity of difplaying his facetious Talents for 
the Entertainment ot the Town. As the firft 
Inftance of which, I lhall mention a Comedy 
call'd, The Woman's Revenge : Or, A Match in 
Newgate ; which at this Day bears a very gooc( 
Charafter, and brings confiderable Audiences, 
wrote by Mr. Clmftofher Bullock^ one of the! *' 

above: 
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a bove-nam>d Managers, and «cated to RJr, 
»r, by that Gentleman, m Gratitude for 
the happ>Figure he made in it. Which De* 
iieation, upon the Account of it's Humouf| 
1 fliall take the Freedom to tranfcrihe. 

to my merry aad Brother 

Mr. James Spiller. 

J)ear Jemmy, ; : 

MY Choice of you for a Patron, willac? 
quit me of thofe deteftable Charaaers 
which moft of our modem Authors are ob- 
noxious to, from their fulfom Dedications; I 
mean a Mercenary, and a Flatterer : My pre- 
fixing your Name to thefe Sheets will clear me 
of the Former, and there is no Fear of incur- 
* ring the Scandal of the Latter, fmce the greateft 
Encomiums which my humble Pen could draw 
out, come far lhort of your juft Praife. I could 
expatiate on your many excellent Vertues, 
your Chafiity, your Temperance, your Gene- 
rofity, your exemplary Piety, and your judicn 
ous andfafhionable Managament in your Con, 
meal Affairs : But fince I am fo well acquain- 
ted with your Averfion to Reading, I mall com 
tent my felf with mefttioning the many Obliga- 
tions I have to you, particularly for your good 
Performance in this Farce, efpecially in your 
}aft Partj I mean that of Pachiell ; in which 
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you was a mining Ornament to die Scene of 
Newgate : And youmufthot think I flatter you . 
when I tell you, you have a natural Impudence 
fHroper to the Character, and became your Fet- 
ters as well as any that ever wore them. And 
I am forry I could not, without giving Offence 
to the Criticks, and deviating too far from the 
Rules of Comedy, bring you to Tyburn, for the 
tetter Diverfion of the Audience ; but I hope 
you are fatisfied with my good Wiihes, and 
Will give me leave to fubfcribe my felf, 

Tour obliged 

Humble Servant, 

Chriftopher Bullock. 

His grateful Senfeof the Compliment paid 
him in this dedicatory Epiftle, (which certain- 
ly carries the fame Air of Truth, as the great- 
eft Part of thofe Dedications which do Honour 
to the Majority of the richeft of our Commoners 
and the whole Lift of our NO B IL ITT ) he 
has frequently exprefs'd, amongft his moft 
intimate Companions, but delay'd, by un- 
forefeen Accidents, making his Acknowledge- 
ment in Print, 'till the firft of March 171%, 
which he did under the Chara&er of Peter 
Padwell, uppn the Account of the unreafona-." 

ble 
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tie Suecefs of Mr. Gay's Beggar's Opera, * Whidf 
he affirms was ftole from Mr. Bullock's afore* 
laid Comedy, of The Woman's Revenge, Or 
The Match in Newgate, as the Reader will per- 
ceive by the following Letter of Mr. Spiller's 
to Mifs POLLY PE AC HU M ; which 
I think it may not be improper to infert here. 

To Pretty Mifs Polli Peachum. 

Pretty Polly fay. 
What makes Jonny Gay, 
To call, to call, his Newgate-^rtw, 
The Beggar'/ Opera ? 

Stlly wretched' Man, . ; - ' 
Such a Flame to fan, 
^to think of quenching Lover's Pains } 
That any Dungeon can. 

BU T hold me, , dear Duck, whither am I 
running in Mufical Notes, when my only 
defign is to Forewarn and admonifti thee ia 
Mournfuhguife of the great Danger we are in, 
from this Damntt Thieve" s Opera we are fo 
merry about. v 

Pol — pray retain in your Memory what 
the honeft Cobler fays in Sir Fopling Flutter 

■ Ale and Hiftory Mafter, &c. for which 

Realon, take Notice, my Girl, if we a?e put 

into 
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jftto the Crrtfa Ojfitty atfd aftek that Into- Jail,' 
ftf the Sins of other People', J here enter ray 
frbtgfi in Form againft thefe Tpeafohabk Scenery 

Artheyare fully pnrti'dtb be, 
By Phil. Harmonictis'j Ret. 

In the Days of that immortal Stuart, 
King James the Tirft^ there liv*d one Mr. John 
Marfton, who wrote Eight Plays, One of 
which, calFd The Dutch Curiezin ; w&s Prin- 
ted in the Year 160/2, and eight and Twenty 
Years afterwards, 1633, it was revived witfi 
great Succefs, under the Title of Th& Revengei 

Or, A Match in Newgate. And in the 

Year 17 15, being the Second Year 6i Ring 
G e o R 0 e the Ftrft) (God blefs his Memory) 
our dear Brother Mr. Chriftopher Bullock, Re* 
revived this Comedy, and call'd it A Woman's 
Revenge : Or A Match in Newgate. 

And now ybti fee, in the ftrft Year of ' 
King George the Second, that Mr. John 
Gay, Who turns the Tranfaetions of all the 
World into Fables, has Metamorphfed VLt. 
John Marjlon's Dutch Cuntezan, into the 
Dutchefs of 1 and your Mother a6te 

IhePart, and" does not prove her Marriage. 

Ev'ry Page Gay has writ, 
Tho* 'tis fluff' d up with Metre ; : 

Points 
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faints wi t**— — y and Parliament^ 
Godhhfsthe Speaker. , 

Infhort the Truth ought to fee told, pUr tfrfh 
tiler Bnlldfk's Match in SfWfffit is a harmlefs^ 
inoffenfive Farce, 

And Belated was to me> 

As you may wry plainly fee. . 

* •• • . - > 

The Btggaft Of era Mr. Gay Hole from Mr. 
Bullock, who only borrowed it of Mr. Marfton^ 
and the I^awfays, The Receiver is bad as 
the Thief : Befides it ismoft cert;air)ly a Libel 
againft the K— g and G t, 

: And we (hall all he foufedfqr our Tolly, , 
Lockit, Macheath, Padwell, Peachum, Polly, 
By other folks Crime, Let us learn to feeware. 
Andkety our own Noddle s,Qix\ 7 out of the Snare. 

Paddington. 
St. David's Day* 
1728. 

. .Pet fifc P.AOWHt* 

Nor did Mr. Spiller, in a lefs generous Man- 
ner teftify his Acknowledgements to Mr. Keene 
and Mr. Cbriftopher Bulloch, his conftant 
- L " D Friends, 
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Friends,., at a Time when ev'ry new Perform- 
ance drkw the whole Attention of the Town 
to Drury-Lane Theatre, and the toller of 
Prejion, a Farce, wrote by the ingepipus Mr. 
Charles Johnfon, who , is celebrated for manjf 
bther applauded Pieces, befides the Masque? 
rade and the Village Opera, the laft fo 
ftrenuoufly recommended by Caleb D'An- 
vers, Efq; than by getting into Company 
with his Brother Pinketbman one Evening at 
the Gun-Tavern at Billingfgate> who had the 
Part of the fabler, then in Rehearfal, mhi$ 
Pocket. Thefe Gentlemen, who had with' 
an equal Warmth the Honour and lntereft of 
the Bri&fb Stage at Hearty foon gave up the 
Animofities that generally arife" between the 
Comedians of Rival Theatres, and enter'd 
into a free, and entirely mirthful ConverTa- 
tion, fhewing themfelves, what Mr. Addifon 
fays of the late Duke ^/Marlborough and 
Fringe Eugene,' in the two following 
Lines in his excellent Poem of the Campaign, 

Great Souls hy Inftinft to each other iurn> 
Demand Alliance and in Friendfiip lunL 

\" But Mr. Spiller, (I wifli I could caft a Veil 
over this Part of his Life,) had a finifier 
View, which neither of tliofe Two Great. 
Generals were capable of j he meditated the 

* Diftion'our 
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Difhonour of the Man he convers'd with, 
and taking the Advantage which he had wait- 
ed for, of Mr. Pinkethman's being overtaken 
with Liquor, without any Regard ( to the 
Laws of Society, Honefty and Juftice, ftole 
the Parr Of the Co bier Out of his Pocket, and 
difcharging, (as he was always exceeding 
^Generous, when he had, as he ufed to call it, 
*Tbe Cole upon him y ) the Reckoning, took his 
Leave of the Tavern, left his Brother Pinketh- 
'man drunk and afleep, and; went immediately 
with his Prize to his Friend and Patron , 
Mr. Chrijio'pher Bullock^ wiib being a Perfon 
of an admirable quick Turn of Thought, 
and one who always knew what would make 
for his Intereft, embraced Mr. Spiller and his 
invaluable Piece of Theft, with all the Trans- 
ports that naturally arife in a truly Poetical 
Bofom,on fuch an Occafion : He inftantly fell 
to work, and by the Hints given him by 
finkei hman's Part of itjie Cobler, was able to 
fcripg upon the Stage a Farce of the fame 
Title as Mr. Johnfon\ a Fortnight before the 
other Eoufe could prefent theirs, through the 
above-mentioned Advantage taken of Mr, 
Pinkethman by Mr. Spiller, the former not be- 
ing able to, recover his Part, tho' he ufed 
the greateft Application in lefs than that 
Time. 

D » Now 
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' • Now I would have the Reader to obferve, 
that Mr. Bullock^ who always prided himfelf 
upon his Attachment to the Principles of 
^Toryifm, not only rpbVd the above : mention'd 
ingenious Mr. Charles Johnfon of gr€at Part of 
the large Profits which he expected from the 
Run of a Farce, which was wrote, fo mucl* 

to the Support, and the defence of th6 ff r 

Succeffion, but wrote his own Farce* cali'd 
*The Cobkr of Prefiojdy likewile in quite another 
Manner, turning into Bnrlefque and Ridicule 
all Mr. Johnfon' s Thoughts and Pefigns, and 
giving Spirit to that Party which Mr. Johnfon 
had rendred contemptible and Spiritiefs. r To 
this, the Gentleman who is the Subjeft of my 
prefent Difcourfe, may be faid to be a^ceffary, 
and his Principles with refpeel to the Govern- 
ment, may be brought into Difpute, as he not 
only knew his Brother Pinkethman to be a ferr 

vent Friend to the Inter efts of his late M y, 

and his Adminiftration ? but was fatisfied that 
his Patron, Mr. Bu!lffk 9 for whofe Sake and 
Intereft he was guilty of fo felohious ap. A€t 9 
as picking Mr. Pinhth'matis Pocket, was a 
Perfon whofe Hppcs depended entirely on th$ 

Favour of a contrary Party. 

To firengthen our Sulpicion of Mr. ^f/- 
ler's unhappy Sentiments, with* regard to the 

G- 1, and to fhew the mutual Confidence 

that feemed to fubfift between Mr. Chriftopher 

Bullock 
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BiiHoci and him, I ihall now take Nfotice df 
another Farce, call'd tfhe Per jy& or, wrote 
likewrfeby die abovefeid IVfr. Chriftepfar Bui- 
bck> which was a£ed in Oppofuion to the 
Nonjuror, a Comedy written by ti^at un- 
doubted Lover of, and Ornament . to hi$ Couiv 
try, Mr. Coll* Gibber, and an . whiclji 
Mr. Spiller bore a cqnfideijable Par^- and fpoke 
a Prologue to it, which gave Mr. /Gbfyr.. and 
the Court-Party no fmall Chagrin. No Body 
will wonder if this tarjrp had a 'considerable 
Run, to vefy large Audiences of Perfons who 
went iunder the'Cenfure of being difaffefted 
to the, Goyernment, imceyjyir. ,Spil(e r \yas the 
Comedian, who, next to the Party-Jek^ ly it, 
gave, by his Performance, a Life anH "Spirit 

tO it. l - 

The, Liberty I have taken with Mr. Spiller% 
Character in thefe Reflexions on his Moral 
and Political Conduct, may, perhaps/ Teen? 
very furprizing to thofe who ar£ acquainted 
with the Intimacy that has beefr between us 
for near twenty Years : But the Regard I 
have to Truth, and my own Reputation as an 
fliftorian^ compels me even to break through 
the Bands ' of Friendship ; nor can I leave 
fuch a Chafm in my Hiftory, as omitting $ 
Circumftance of fuch Moment to the curious 
Reader, as that, of his going from Mr. RicFs 
Theatre, (for Mr. Keeize and Mr. Bullockwers. 

* both 
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'fxrtft dead,) in ffie Year 1720, to Ireland, 
immediately after his Benefit Night, when he 
received through the Generality of the Town, 
•an Hundred and Seven Pounds in Money, out of 
the Office belonging to the Play-Houfe, and 
did not give any of his numerous Creditors 
the Favour of a Vifit* He ftay'd there till his 
Pockets were quite drained, or, (as he himfelf 
termed it,) he 1 was Seedy ; and being requeued 
fcy Mt Rich to rettirn to his Houfe, thought 
it no difagreeable Invitation, and according: 
ly accepted of it ? and came to London , and 
was re-eftabliftied in Lincoln's-Inn-Ftelds The- 
atre ; but fuch are the Charms of good Liquor 
and good Company; that four Pounds a Week 
were riot enough to keep him out of the Hug- 
fier's Hands ; and having mortgaged his Pay, 
juid taken up feveral Sums of Money at extra- 
vagant Intereft, he was forced in the Year 
I722, to take Shelter in the Mint, and being 
drove to very great Straits, he was reduced to 
have a Play a&ed for his Benefit in thit Place ; 
but the Scuth-Sea Bufinefs having brought a 
little better Company there than ufual, he 
made a Shift to fcrape together about Twenty 
Pounds : The Play was The Drummer : Or y 
The Haunted Hoitfe } to which, upon this Oc- 
^afiori, he himfelf wrote the following Epi- 
logue, which has been already printed in £ 
fap er that c#me out at that Time, called The 

Whitehall 
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Whitehall Journal, but from a very.mcorred 
Copy, above Ten Lines being omitted in That, 
which are here in their proper Place.. 



E P I L O G U E 

Written and Spoken hy Mr. Spiller, for his own 
Benefit, in the Mint, 

U R Journals have fo much your Minds en* 

V . . (grofu 

from Mift and Cato > down to Heathcot's Poit, 
With firange Adventures in the Church and State, 
And fometimes on the Stage new rfurns of fate", 
That to divert you in your proper Sphere, 
J'll (hew my Fortune's Revolution here* 
Odd may it feem indeed, a very Joke, 
^that Player (hould complain of being broke, • 
But fo it is. I own it, void of Shame, : 
Since all Wis worthy Circle are the fame. 
But Pardon — — I perhaps miftake the Matter^ 
' You mayn't have all Occafion for Mint Water : 
W ere't fo, our Fate we need not much deplore, 
For Men of Note have made this Tour before. . 
Since South-Sea Schemas have fet the World a 

(madding, 

Some topping Dons have hither come a gadding. • 
Pall-Mall no longer can fome Sparks delight, 
And Covent-Garden grows too 'unpolite, 

tfhefe 
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Qthefe much renown-din Stocks, and feme in PrinjL $ 
Have learnt to fhift their Lodgings to tie Mint : 
Who in 'Change^ Alley can no longer inter, 
Now keep their Cajh in mimick Lombard-Street. 
Th^JVits, indeed find nQ great Change ff'Fare^ 
They ftill tyjoy their ufual Diet ■ Atr. 
Next to myfelf — and What Ir ought me to tV \ 

(Place, C 

*Twfls neither Stoeks, nor Wit, nor toomuch Grace f 
7ou needs muft read the Reafon in my Face $ j 
*£was owing Money, that eternal Plague, 
And Dread of f Duel, Morrice, and pf Hague. 
But here we're fnugfroyn allfuch mer fiefs W retches ^ 
Fenced. round by fragrant, Baily-dipping Ditches. 
'Tts true, their Waters are not quite fo clean 
As thofe which flow from Poet's Hippocreiie, * 
But, like Red Seas, they keep tV ^Egyptian? 

. (from us § 

And fafely guard us in, this hand of Promife. 
And faith they have fome Infpiration too $ 
For Hill this Night my Pen I never drew, 
But fetch their Pow'r, this Epilogue willfidW it, ; 
By Them, or . Poverty, Pme made d Poet* 
A Vifgin Mufe, Gallants, jhould find fome Grace, 
She may prove hnd in Time : \ Shis in a hopeful 
: (Place. 
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IVlr. <SJfr//er, as he afrur'd whifllf^f, was ever 
guilty of ; It very certain, i>otwitJift?oding 
gll the Care I have, tajcen tp give the Pti^lick 
4$ m Editiop of it as poffible, there are 
many obfcur$ t-iues i» it, which mufi arife 
from the Carelefsnefs or Interpolations of Co*, 
pyifts, but the learned World may (hortly ex- 
pert to fee the Genuine Text reiiored by that 
elaborate and eircunjftantial GriticklVfr X. 21 
who, as I am told, has fpe»t fbm$ Time about 
it, and defigns to publift it with fuch ample 
Notes, as wUla»ake^ withthe JProl egomewa, 
T^stikonia Axttpo*um ; and Appekdijc, 
two Volumes in a hajidfome O&avo ; This 
is a Work wfakh, it is to be hpped, fpr ths 
Ufefvlnefsof it, will i»eet with JEncpuragemenf 
frqm the Publick, the Suhfcriptiop not b^ing 
abQve 25 Shillings in Sheets, and as to 
jthe Time of its being delivered to the Siibfcri- 
fcers, every lk>dy fciows how pun&uaj this 
^atfotnan has always been in this Partif ulaf . 

As it is irnpoffible for a?y Man, how in- 
<#?«^ive feevsr in his own Befeayi^, topafs 
through the World without makipgfom* Br 
.h^kw?, fo Mr. 4%i&r was not without tbofe 
whomaliciouflyandgroundlefly reported this 
Epilogue was not erf his own Writing, but that 
fcewas affifted therein by the greataad admir'jl 

A^thQW 
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Authors of that Never-to-be-forgotten Dramaiick 
Opera called Penelope. 

I muftown I have here a ftrong Defirte to* 
enter upon the Chara&er of thofe immortal- 
Poets, who never had met with a Paralett in : 
the Dramatick Way, if Mr. Johnfon had not 
come from Cbe/hire, to oblige the Cities of Lon- 
don and Weftrninfter with his Hu r LOTHRUMBOy 
or News from Terra Auftralis Incognita at the 
fame Theatre, but that I have already tired 
my Readers by too long Digreffions, and Jhould 
I once begin upon fo copious a Subject, ancf 
give the proper lEitlogiums due to each of thofe 
memorable Bards, I muft fwell my Volume 
much beyond the Size I propofe, and make a 
bound Folio > or a Quarto at leaft : Befides, I 
t?an the more eafily put the Reftraint upon 
tnyfelf, fince I am informed that Capt Alex- 
ander Smith, the renowned Biographer, whom 
i have mentioned in the former Part of this 
Hiftory, has undertaken to write the Lives of 
the modern Poets, with the fame Accuracy 
and Elegancy of Stile, as he has fhewn in the 
•Lives of the Highwaymen, and in this inten. 
ded Work, no Doubt, Juftice will be done to 
two Authors who maintain fo confiderable a 
:Rank in the Commonwealth of Letters. * 

The Applaufe Mr. Spiller receiv'd from his 
Friends and Companions upon the Account 
k)f the*above-mention'd Epilogue, encourag'd 

him 
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him to try his Genius in feveral other Pieces 
of Poetry: AncKthtf Mr. Cbrftopber Bullock 
in his above-printed Dedication of The Wo* * 
man's Rtvevge, Or, A Match in Negate, to 
him, was plea&'d to compliment him upon 
his being an Enemy to Reading) I have it ,m 
my Px)wer .to affert the contrary upon my 
own Knowledge, I my felf having at his 
Defire, borrowed Byfhe's .and Gitfon's Arts of 
Poetry for his Affiftance, from whencehaving 
learn't the Rules of Meafure, and furnifh'd 
his Head with as great a Competency of 
Jingles for the Ends of Vjerfes, as moft -of 
our Squab-Poets about Town can make Boaft 
of he brought forth feveral very pretty Pieces, 
with which he frequently entertain'd his 
Friends in private, though his Modefty would 
not give him" Leave to make them public, he 
once ventured fo far as to re-tranflate the 
Third Ode of the Ninth Book of Horace, 
fronran old T ranflation, which he bought for 
Two-pence in Duck-Lane, after the following 
manner- \ ■ 

fl O H A C E. 

*■ ■' •'• • ...... 

While I' was welcome here, and thee 
Not any dearer Youth carefs'd ; > l ~ 

Methought not Perfia's Ring could be- 
So with his whole Seragho blels d. 

i E.2 LTD l A. 
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Ltd l A ' 

While you could feel no other Flaifte, 

Not Ly&a next to Clot love 
- Your Lydk vifos a greater Name, 
Than Miftrefs e'en of Mars or Jtroe* 

H O R A C E. 

I'm now the Cretan OW's Slave, 

She Tings axkd plays. Oh charming fee t 
JVrid would the £ates her Life but fave, 
' I would hot fear to lay down n^une. 

L r D 2 A 

M e, Cb/aii, Ornitfrs Son and Heir, 
Does with a rtiuthal Paffion heat j 

1*0 die, and die again,. I'd dafe, 
Would that redeem the Boy frtthFatt, 

HORACE. 

But lay ; liquid yet old Love revive, 
AikJ link us in a firmer Chain ; 

If charming Qloe out I drive, 
And take caft Lydia in again. 
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Though /fc; a gentle Soul and civil, 
(Say, generous, doting-fonti, and trtfej 

Tlbou whimficai* thou tefty Devil, 
1 e'en Would live and die with you ! 

The Writing thefe Verfes was occafioned by 
a Qtiarrel and Reconciliation between hhnand 
one Mrs. Stratford , dwelling in Wild-Street, 
with whom, after his Separation from his 
Wife, he lived for .fome Time in great Inti- 
macy. And here it may not be improper to 
give the Reader a Notion of Mr. Spiller's Tafte 
of Beauty, by defcribing the Perfon and Per* 
feftions of this Lady, who had the Happinefs 
to captivate his Heart. She was ia Stature 
juft rifing to that Height where the Graceful 
can only begin to lhew itfelf, of a lively Af# 
pe6l; and a Command in her Mien, that 
like the principal Figure in the fiheft Paint- 
ings, firft feizes, and longeft delights the Eye 
of the Spedlator. Her Voice was fhrill* ftfong 
and piercing ; her Pronunciation indeed a 
little too Voluble, and her Emphafis always' 
placed with great Spirit in her Periods. She 
had one peculiar Happinefs from Nature, ihe 
look'd, and maintained* the Agreeable at a 
Time,, when other fine Women only raife 

Admirers 
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Admirers by their Underftanding. 'Tis true 
ftie could not bpaftmuch of her Paraphernalia, 
her beft Gown being a Coventry Yard Wicte, a 
pretty tfe^l the worfe for wearing j but Mr. 
Spiller> while his Amour continued with her, 
did the uttnoft in his Power to fee herdrefs'd 
according to her Condition, and, even when 
he was on the other Side of the Water, al- 
•IqwM her Fourteen Pence a Week, and, gave her 
%hree Shillings and Six-Pence at one V ime, to 
lay her a Hoop at Rag- Fair : And not long af- 
ter this, Upon. Valentine's Day, he fent her, as* 
jhe affured me herfelf, ttie following Copy of 
Verfes, with a new flourifli'd Apron. " 

, '; . To MrC'J>X 

■ ' ■ • • ■ < • 

- Healthy Senfe, and Virtue, Gifts jDivine ! 
Still blefs n>y lovely Valentine L 
She, who: would truly bright appear, 
Muft he as prudent as flip's fair. 
An unaffected .Modefty, 
Hath lafting Qharms, which far outvie 
Thefineft : Sh&pe, the fparJcttn^ft Eye. . 
Beauty alone may Corajuefts gain, 
*Tis Vimte muft fecure her Reign. 
There are who each Perfp<5Hon prize, 
The Amorous 7kf, and That the Wife." 
But-wiieh .we both united find, 
The Bpdy> fair, and I bright the Mind, 
- - \ * " " What 
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WhatWords cmib much Worth unfold ? /■? 

The Diamond is fet: in Goldl 

Alike the Grave and ;Ga? 'admire, - 

All burn, but with an hallow'd Fire. . » 

In you, fair Dinah ! with Delight, 
I fee thofe diffrent Charms unite ; 
And thus, with Ribbons, Fan£ and Giores^ • 
Whilft others Valentines their Loves 
Regale, the Tribute that I fend, 
Befpeaks the Lover and the Friend. 
This flow'ry Linnen has Pretence . 
To grace thy blooming Innocence. 
O ! guard it fafe ! 'Let no rude Hand 
Stray o'er, and foil this fpotlefs Band ? 
Now, pure in it's own Snow, how fair, 
How like yourfelf does it appear ! 
"When once 'tis rumpled, ftain'd and torn, 
It. may difgrace, but can't adorn. 
Away the worthlefs Thing^ou'li throw, . : 
Juft as lewd B did you know who. 

■ By the foregoing Verfes, it may be imagin'd 
that Mr. Spillerh Paffion for Mrs. Stratfordwzs 
purely Platonick, by talking fo much of her 
Virtue, and indeed, altho' fhe admitted Vjfas 
from him, fhe was cold to all Mankind befrdes, 
and' rather than fuffer another to ihare thofe 
Raptures which ihe preferv'd alone for him, 
or profiitufe her felf for Gain, Ihe has conder 

fccnded 
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fceaded ta federal Employments much betavV 
the Dignity of one who fometimes lay By Jth* 
Side of fo grear a Man jlfiic^asdealitig, at 
one Seafon jof the Year, in Jfparagus, and. at 
another in Rumps , Burs, and hot bak'd Faggots. 

Now I am upon the Topick of Mr.^Spiller's 
Amours, I cannot omit that which he carrytf 
on s with Mrs. # ~. — the Duke ©f R — i 
Miftrefs, which lafted for a confideraHe 
Time, but ended, at laft, in a great Quarrel 
between them, and the utter Ruin of Mrs* 

D in the Duke's Favour, through Mr. 

Spiller's inadvertent Difcovery of the Intrigue 
for a Joke ; For being drefs'd a littie deanejf 
than ordinary, and the Duke happening to be 
behind the Scenes, eould not help taking No- 
tice of it. 4 : Yes, (fays Jemmy) my Linruen is 
c not onLy clean, but as fine as any of your 
* Grace's. c That's impoffihle, reply'd the 
Duke, upon which* the other lhewd his 
Grace the Coronet and his own Mark upon 

his Shirt, it being one Mrs. D had, that 

Day, lent him. The Duke, by this Circtim- 
ftance being convine'd of what he had fomt 
flight Sufpiciori of before, from that Nighjt 
would never have any thing to fay to her ; fo 
that the Lady loft a very good Keeper, - 
poor Spiller an Opportunity .of appearing fa 
fpruce as ihe oftentimes made him. Hfc 
thought bimfelf fo happy in her good Graces, 
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't$L t^PJecp, of Folly .wjnedliim, that they y 
o{te^wiih , d^ 

roight.be as Jaft^as 't^'Uvcs,^ you majf 
fee by the follflwiug Veifes he Tent h^er a little ' 
befojfe their Qu^rre)., ' 

lfou fay ? my Dear, in the foft Hours of Love, 
You wi£h our mutual Flames may conftant 

» (prove,. 
Kind Heav'n, if from thy Heart thofe Wifties; 

(came,' 

Grant it to end but with our vital Flame. 

Whatever Opinion the; World may Ijave of 
Mr. Spiller as a Poet, I am fure Nobody will 
refufe hitp the Praifes dqe to a good-humour^ 
Fellow ahd a mpft, facetiousjCoftipanion. Mr/ 
Sjitikrvras nop only efteem'd by the Managers 
of the Hdufe, as one on whom mtich of their 
Ipt^reft depended by all the Frequenters of 
that Houfe,' for the conftant Diverfioh his hu- 
morous Behaviour oii the Stag^afforded them j 
but in private Converfition, , by many of the 
fmarteft and prettjeft Fellows about Town, 
who acquired that Chara&er oftentimes by re- 
tailing hi$ merry Conceits to their Companions : 
Nay, foifte Pferfons of the firft Rank have not 
thought an Evening ill fpent in To good Com- 
pany : the late Diikfe bf Wharton particularly 
fook much Pleafure in palTing fome ^of thofe 

; - .:■ RoiirS 
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Hours he devoted to Mirtft, in the Company 
of honeft Jtinmy ; a Familiarity With a Man 
of fuch Quality is certainly to be lbok\f upon 
as a great Honour done to a Ferfori of his low 
Station of Life, but it happened quite other* 
wife at a certain Time tp poor Spiller, for his 
Crace having, one Evening, an unaccountable". 
Frolick coijie into his Head df obliging every' 
Man in Qorapany to difrobe himfelf at ev'ry 
llealth that was drank, of fpme Part Pf his 
Covering, firft a Peruke, then a Coat, and af- 
terwards a Waiftcoat. Poor Jemmy ^ when 
they came to the laft, made a Thoufand Ex- 
cufes, but all to no Purpofe, for the Duke in- 
lifting, upon having his Toaft pledg'din the 
fame Manner he had drank it himfelf, he was 
forced to own that having Mislaid his Shirt 
Jhe had forgpt to put it on that Day, and fo 
was exposed in his Bu ftpxhe whole Company, 
which, you may imagine occalTon'd riot a little 
Laughter ; therefore how mucK happier had! 
it been for him to have contented himfelf that 
Evening, with the humble Conundrums of fome 
pf the Peers of his own Houfe, who might 
Jiave bgen in the fame Condition with himfelf. 
But this curled Ambition leads a Man into 
pumberlefs Inconveniences. 
... Mr. Spile fs free and expenfive Manner of 
giving ftili cpntinuing, and not having thi 
(Qpnypnience of hisufttal Sapfituary in Cafes ot 

Extrernity, 
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Extremity, the Mint y that Place being put dowrt 
by Aft of Parliament, He beeame a ViStim tcf 
the Refejntment of his nlercylefs-Creditd^ 
asnd a wretched Property to* Bailiffs and Sprin- 
ging Houfes, by whom, after ihey hkd cfrain^d 
his Pocket to the htft Half Fenny^ he waS uh* 
generoufly deliver'd up to Goal. Btit'ifi'fKft 
Place it was his peculiar gooi Torturie to ex- 
perience, contrary to the ufuatCuftomof thofe 
Places, a great Indulgence and Civility, iipbh 
the Account of the pleafant and facetious Tem- 
per which he preferv'd in thofe Unhappy Gif- 
cumftances; and particularly when ^he w& 
thrown into the Marfhdlfiafniorij at a certain 
Time, at the Suit of feveral Perfons, his /je* 
cofe Converfation fo won upon the Good-Na- 
ture of the Perfon who was then ~ Deputykeeftr 
ofthe^Goal, that he found a very fincere, ge- 
nerous and ferviceable Friend in him eyer af- 
ter ; not only afftfting him at that Jim&ure, 
to make his Affairs eafy with his Plaintiffs, 
and appear in the World again, 'but continu- 
ing the fame good Office to bfcn] whenever 
it was his Fate to come under his Hands as a 
Prifoner again. - In fhort, by the Managemeht 
and unwearied Jfoduftry of this Perfon, Mr. 
Spiller y s Circumftances were, a few Months 
befpre theWorld was deprived of him, brought 
into fo eafy and comfortable^ a Situation, that 
he could not only, on a common Week Bay, 
Fa- venture 
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venture out of the Play-houfe, which w^s 
made a Sort of G&rrifon by thofe of his Bro- 
ther Comedians who wept under a fmall Suf- 
piciotf of Debt,: tp pay his Friends a inerry Vi- 
fit on ip, but even was able to give his Ac* 
,qu?i*tfapce the Enjoyment .of his Company, 
whole Days apd Nights together, without the 
Jeaft Apprehenfu>n?of Danger, at the Houfe 
of bis above-mcftticmed Friend, who being of 
too gqnerous ^n4 humane, a Temper to con- 
tinue, inthe Qffige of a Goaler, and live in 
. Luxury by the Misfortunes of Wretches who 
were committed tp his ^iiftody, quitted that 
l^e^^ary Employment, and took a publick 
rivalling Houfe near Chire-Market j where, 
.His Sign, though feemingly weli adapted for 
the Plate,, was judg'd too vulgar and.unpolite 
to countenance the Refort of fuch Gentlemen 
Qf Ttfranfrfa Mr. Skitter's Mirth 

a$d influence invited;thither x was, by the con- 
current Defire of an,: elegant Company, who 
{ were affen$led there over a Bowl of Arrack 
^ Punch, qne Evening, (about Three Months 
^before Mr. SpHlefs Death) and by the generous 
Offer of Mr. Legar, who was one of the Com- 
; pany, and; as excellent a Matter in the Sci- 
ence of Painting as Mufick, changed from 
the Bull and Butcher, tp Mr. Spillefs Head ; 
and drawn by the faid Mn Legar r gratis, in 
^ a Manner, and with a Pencil, that equal tha 

proudeft 
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prbudeft Perfdnhafices 6f thbftf Wh<^ hate *o 
quired the greateft We^itfr ind Rfeptttatiort in 
the Art'of Painting-/ 

To prove that he was' an' exceeding gOflkt 
Punfter, pray take'the following Spfecimen bf 
his Wit in that Way.' It Was at a Time when 
the Town gave but very likl£ Encouragement 
to Lincoln's - Inn - Theattey which forced the 
Mafter of theHoufe to be a little Bfehind-hand 
with his : A6tors. They being met a$ Uftial at 
Rehearfal on a Sotur dfy 'Mdrhing^ wltfrHtopes 
of receiving fome Part of their Pay, jfoung 
Bullock, who had always a ftrift Friendftiip 
with Mr. Spiller, after having been at the Of- 
fice, comeS upon the Stage again to his Friend, 
with a fornyful Countenance, faith j Jemmy", 
there's no Cole, faid he y Cole you mtift tth- 
derftand is a Cant-Word for Moiifey, Wty> 
then reply 'd the other, if there is no Cot e, we 
muft burn Wood. ' You are likewiffe to remark 
here, lY&x JVood was the Name of the v Man 
who was to pay them- 

; Mr/<fyi/^ 

for he was the fame over huirible Porter J 1 the 
fame when he drank nothing ; nay, like that 
arch French Vf a$ Sterfonf ,he T Wotrld;fp6rt in 
the midft of Pain ; for beinc dne Night in 
great Torture with the Tootn-Ach, a Bkrber 
that was behind the Scenes, 1 defired J that he 
would let him draw his Tooth for him, Afo, 

faid 
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hid he, I can't fpare. one now i Friend, but you 
may dram them all* after the ioth of June // 
1 you pleafe, for I /ball have no Occafwn for them 
then ; meaning when the Company gave over 
playing, he Ihould have nothing to eat. 

Going one Day through Rag - Fair, he 
cheapened a Leg of Mutton? for which they 
ask'd him Two Shillings ; No, fays Jemmy, 
I can't afford ta give you Two Shillings for. a 
Second-Hake Leg of Mutton, when I can buy 
New One in Glare-Market for Haifa 
Crown. 

A certain Officer of the . Army, who was 
very much addi&ed to enlarge his Narratives 
beyond the Bounds of Truth, was, one Night, 
divetring the Company behind the Scenes 
with an. Account of a Pi ke that he faw alive, 
which was above .Five' Foot long. Pi\]o, reply- 
tdiSpiUer, That's nothing, 1 my f elf have feen a 
Hajlf-Pike fix Foot long, that has not been 
worth Two-pence. 

When he lay ill of the Small-Pox fome 
Years fince, ah Acquaintance coming , to fee 
him, and bewailing the Misfortune of his, be- 
ing at that Time Blind,. OJky faid he, 1 0an 9 t 
he fo long, for Puppies you know always fee fit 
the End of Nine Days. Nay, but a few Days 
before. he died, being carried up to lye in a 
Room on the fame Floor with Mr. Walker at 
the Play-Houfe, with whom he had had fome 

little 
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little Difpute not long before, You fee Tom, 
faid he, / have ktytwyWcrd^Itoldyoul 
would be even with you before long. 

To mention all the numerous Circumftances 
that attended the Life of this valuably Member 
of our Common* Wealth, Mr. Spiller, is^ Task 
which I am perfwaded, his deareft ^Friends, 
and thofe who are moft religioufly tender and 
careful of his Memory, will excufe me from 
undertaking.' Let it fuffice, that during the. 
Run of the Beggar's Opera, which was the 
longeft that any Dramatick Piece that ever yet 
appeared upon the Briiifh Stage'met with, he 
made his.laft important Figure as $Comedian y m 
the Chara&er of Matt of the Mint, which 
feems ttf be the next in Rank to that of 
Macheath, and outdid his ufual Out doings 
to fuch a Degree, that whenever he fung the) 
following AIRS, which I lhall take-the Li- 
berty to tranfcribe, he executed his Part with 
fo truly fweet and harmonious a Tone, and 
in fo judicious and ravilhing a Manner, that 
the Audience could not avoid putting his Mo- 
defty to. the "Blufh, by repeated Clamours of 
Encore; Encore.' - — 

AC? 
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A C T II: S C EN E i",' 

M*t.*i *: of th. Hj ,n t at « Tavern . neat 
Ncwg^ :»j Comffuy **tk *** re fir°f; fa. 

A li. SIX. 

Matt, Fillletiry Glafs, fir fVine hfpires us, 
4nd I fins , us 
With Cwa&y Low and Jay, 
Wmm and Wine (bould Life employ ; 
Is there ought dfe on Earth de firms ? 

AIR, XX. 1^ the fame SCBNEu 

Matt, Let us Jake the Road ; v . . 

. tjark, I hear the Sound. of Poaches ! 
, . $our of r Attack approaches, 

. s To your 4xms % have Boys, and load. 

Xet.tHQhyf^ 
,, 4: .(?w : ^.^r tire r jur%a$fy^^ 
And turns all our Lead \o, Gold. 

I am not infenfible that thofe Perfons are 
tbCwfttting, who either wantonly or malici" 
oufly report that Mr. Spiller's doing fo much 
Juftice to this his Part of Matt of the Mint 



Digitized by Google 



• C 45 ] 

is tote attributed to the Fondnefc he freqtfcrtt* 
ly lhew'd of rfeforting, in Company with his 
Brother Pinketbman, and other Comedians of 
the fame Note for a polite Tafte, to the Tap* 
ttoufes, or Lodges of moft of the Goals ill 
London, and the particular Efteem which he 
always exprefs'd for the inftrudtive and elegant 
Converfation of Mrs Spurting, whofe infpiring 
Liquors have encourag'd fitch Numbers of 
Newgate Heroes, to laugh both &t the Laws of 
their Country, and the Ordinary's pious 
Exhortations at the Gallows. 

But as I am ambitious only how to Tender 
this my Account of his Life worthy the Pe- 
rufal of the fedate, virtuous and well-meaning 
Part of my Countrymen, I ftiall not defcend 
to facrifice the Character of my Hero, by giving 
into any fuch foolifti or difingenuous Suggefti- 
ons, but conclude that he always thought him- 
felf bound in Honour, to do every Author 
who brought a Play upon the Stage, and o- 
bliged him with a Part in it, the ftri&eft Juftice 
imaginable, and upon that Principle only, 
prevaiFd upon himfelf to enter into this par- 
ticular Part with To much Sprightlinefs and 
Vigour, in Defiance of our common Laws, De- 
cency, or Chr——an — -ty, to all which he, p. 
other Times, profefs'd the moft zealous Sub- 
miffion and Adherence. 

This was the laft Part, as I obferv'd before,- 

G in 
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truly lik^ a,.Cow)edian, and li|ce Wr. %tjfer i 
pot thai? hp djd jajpt aft in federal other Pari§ 
befideSj in the fame Seafon, but tlwt the 
fter of the JHpufe, biggotted to a Performance 
by which he had got fo much Money, vtzp 
joath to take off the good ImpreAipn which^t 
had made on the Town, and therefore though* 
proper to reprefent no other Plays, during 
the Internoiftlon of its Run, than fuch, as by 
frequent Ufe, were grown ftale, ^nd^ncajpa? 
ble of recovering the Tafte and Senfes of the 
People, and in which Mr. Spifcr cpuld,npt 
appear with his ufual Advantage. 

•Let me defire the Reader now(having r gpne 
through all the material Circumfiances of his 
.Life, which I was acquainted witty either by 
.my own particular Knowledge, or the Jnfoiv 
raation of thofc whawere .moft intimate with 
hiai, with the jgreaieft Impartiality) io vjew 
him in his laft nielancholly Scene, (melan* 
cholly Retrofpeaion indeed, to all the Friends 
of Wit, Humour, and good Afting ! ) ^De- 
parture from the Stagey not only of 
Inn-Fields Theatre, tut pf Life itfelfc 

Being always ready to difcharge his Duty 
to the Piay-Houfe, in whatever Manner he 
ftould be appointed, on the 31ft Day of 
-January, when His Royal Highnefs the Prince 
cf Wales had commanded a Play to be a&ed, 
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to^hich the Eptertainmept r of Pluto and P^ 
ferpine was to 1^ added, and in which he \vas 
to perform a very important Part, he would 
by no Me^ns, notwithftanding he found him* 
felf out of Order, give an Interruption tp the 
Bufmefs of the Houfe, by publiftiing his III* 
nefs, but rentur'd on the Stage, where, in 
the Midft of the Part he was to perform, he 
was feifced with a Sort of an Apople&ick Fi^ 
#nd carried off the Stage, to have the Affiftance 
of a Surgeon, who, notwithftanding he us'd 
all his Art, could not give a longer Refpite to 
his Life, than till the 7th Day of February $ 
when he expired in the very fame Room which 
pccafioned that Pun before-mention'd, which 
he made to Mr. Walker. 

Having thus done Juftice, I hope to the 
Memory of n»y deeeafed Friend, I fhaH only 
add, that he was buried at the Expence of 
Mr. Rick j the Matter of 4he Theatre, by Mr. 
ffawkins, an Undertaker, living in St. Clemenfs 
Parifc, in the Church-Yard belonging to the 
faid Pari(h, three Days after his Death, in a 
very decent Manner, in the 37th Year of his 
Age, and that the following Epitaph was de^ 
dicated to his Memory by a Butcher of Clare- 
Market, who had frequently partaken the Plea- 
fure of his moft agreeable Company, at th§ 
jftoufe which was honpur'd with his Sign. 

As 
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Written by a Butcher of Clare-Market. 



Perhaps^ poor Jemmy may to Life rejfore. 
What have we done ? the wretchd Bailiffs cry, 
Vhe only Man by whom we liv'd, (hould die ! 
Enraged they gnaw their Wax, and tear their 



While Butcher's Wives fall in Hyfterick Fits. 
, For, fare as their alive, poor SpillerV dead ! 

But, thanks to Jack Legar, we^ve got his Head. 

Down with your Ready Cole, ye Jovial Tribe, 

dndifir a Metzotinto Cut fubfcribe. 
. ^he Markets traverfe, and furround the Mint, 

It fljall go hard, "but He (hall be in Print. 



He. was an inoffenjive, merry Fellow, 
WhenSohtXy hipp'd, blith as a Bird, when 'mellow* 
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